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Tonight's programme may include these songs

Times Square
Down From Dover
Crane Wife
Solitude

Hold on, Hold on
Broken English
Miss Otis Regrets
The Phoenix

Crazy Love

Kimbie

Salvation

Lucy Jordan

S.M.

As Tears Go By
Why D’ya Do It
Dear God

Sing Me Back Home

Strange Weather
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Marianne Faithfull’s long and distinguished
career has seen her emerge as one of the
most original female singer-songwriters the
UK has ever produced: utterly unsentimental
yet somehow affectionate, Faithfull possesses
that rare ability to transform any lyric into
something compelling and utterly personal;
and not just on her own songs, for she has
become a master of the art of finding herself in
the words and music of others.

Marianne Faithfull's story, has of course,
been well documented, not least in her
autobiographies Faithfull and Memories,
Dreams And Reflections. Born in Hampstead
in 1946 Faithfull became the crown princess
of swinging London in the 1960s and a
successful recording artist and actress,
both on film in Girl On A Motorcycle (1968)
and on stage in Three Sisters (1967) and
Hamlet (1969). After a break in her career
due to personal problems Faithfull emerged
tentatively in the mid-70s with a country
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album called amin’ My Dreams, follov
by the groundbreaking Broken English.
Several albums followed covering a full range
of musical genres over the next two decades:
Dangerous Acquaintances, Strange Weather,
Blazing Away and Vagabond Ways.

The millennium ushered in a period of renewed
creative vigour that saw Faithfull return to her
acting career in Intimacy, Marie Antoinette,
and /rina Palm for which she was nominated
at the EFA for best actress. She released two
acclaimed collaboration albums, Kissin Time
(2002) with Billy Corgan, Pulp and Blur, and
Before The Poison (2004) with PJ Harvey,
Nick Cave and Damon Albarn. Faithfull also
returned to the stage in The Black Rider
(2004). Easy Come, Easy Go (2008) includes
interpretations of songs by Billie Holiday,
Morrissey and Brian Eno. Her latest album
Horses And High Heels (2011) includes one
song with lyrics specially written for her by Irish
playwright Frank McGuiness and two cameo
appearances on guitar from Lou Reed.

While the defining statements of many artists
are made during their early years, Marianne
Faithfull continues to develop her own voice:
she sets herself aside from her contemporaries
in her continuing quest to explore new creative
areas in a career that has always been a
positive process of self-assertion.
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By Mikel Echevarria

There are divas who have unmistakable
voices such as Grace Slick and Bjérk, there
are others with imposing power such as
Aretha Franklin and Beyoncé. But there are
few female performers whose vocals tell a
tale, regardless of lyrics; voices that strip away
pretense revealing the performer’s history,
revealing their true self. Amy Winehouse and
Janis Joplin are two such singers, Marianne
Faithfull is another.

Starting out in the swinging sixties and at the
forefront of the British scene, Faithfull owned
a choir girl’s voice, sweet and lovely; perfectly
fitting for a stunning icon of renowned beauty.
Her relationship with Mick Jagger of the Rolling
Stones was big news at the time and she had
a number of hits including As Tears Go By,
a song written by Jagger and his song writing
partner Keith Richards, during the decade.

Drug culture was booming in the sixties and
many artists point to narcotics as part of the
reason for the innovative and fresh sounds
that defined the decade. But there came a
price. Addiction and over-use left destruction
in its wake. Janis Joplin, Jimi Hendrix, Jim
Morrison and Brian Jones all died — strangely
they were all 27 at the time of their passing
— soon after the decade closed, with many
blaming their excessive drug-fuelled lifestyles
for their untimely collective demise. Faithfull,
still young, inevitably became involved with
drugs which led her down a dark path.

Her life spun out of control and chain-
smoking, compounded by laryngitis which
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she contracted in the seventies changed
Faithfull’s voice immeasurably. Following this
vocal transformation she released Dreamin’
My Dreams in 1977 but it was in 1979 that she
stunned the music world with her dark punk-
esque masterpiece, Broken English. Utterly
unexpected, it dealt with despair, but at the
same time was angry, spitting at her previous
decadence andthose who hadtaken advantage
of her. Still struggling with addiction in the early
eighties she released two more albums before
again changing tack. She released Strange
Weather— an album heavily influenced by jazz
and blues, even re-recording her first hit As
Tears Go By, the difference between the two
versions is startling.

By this point, with 30 years of experience and
numerous reinventions, it was clear Faithfull
was not going away and she continues to
release critically acclaimed albums. Her 2008
album Easy Come, Easy Go was described
as “a wonderful album...superbly arranged,
utterly moving” by Blow up (lItaly); and “one of
the best adult pop records of the last decade”
by El Mundo (Spain).

A true diva, Faithfull has been inspirational
to generations of young female rock ‘n’ roll
hopefuls. She was a pioneer both as a pop icon
of sixties chic and as a punk, willing to sing with
brave honesty about topics others would shy
away from. The sheer daring to include Why
D’Ya Do It, the final track on Broken English,
opened doors for other women who wanted to
explore topics normally considered taboo.

With such an important contribution to popular
music it was no surprise when she was given
the World Arts Award for Lifetime Achievement
at the 2009 Women’s World Awards. In the
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00000000000 000 same year she received the Q icon award at
OO00DO00O0O0O0oO0oo0oono theQMagazine Awards. Obviously she is held
0000000000 Metallica in high regard by her peers and consequently
000 O The Memory RemainsO has worked with many of them, but due to her
0o0o0Oo0o0oOoooooooogno willingness to reinvent herself and explore
ODO0oOoOoooooooonooo different musical genres, these collaborations
Beck D0 OOOOOOOOOO have been sometimes unexpected. She
OoooOoooooooooon  recorded and performed live the song The
OO0OA Secret LifeoOoonO  Memory Remains, a tale of fading celebrity,
OOO0DO Angelo Badalamenti With the thrash metal outfit Metallica. With
oooooooo Beck, the idiosyncratic alternative rock genius,

she recorded several songs which appeared

01979000000000D00  on both their albums. Angelo Badalamenti,
Do0o0oooDoooo0o0n0n0n  famed for his movie soundtracks, worked with
oboboooooooobooUnl  Faithfull on A Secret Life where he provided
Ub0O0b0O0bOo0ob00b00D00D0  an orchestral background for her self-penned
gooooboboooboobooog songs.
gooooboboooboobooog
O0Do0o00oOoOoOooooooo  Since 1979, Faithfull's studio albums have
0000000000000 been meticulously produced but the live
Ooooooooooooono  performances offer something more. There
00000 — oooooong — arefewotherdivas who would even consider
Marianne Faithfull D OO OO0  stopping mid-set to take off their boots just
oono because they were tight. No other wantonly
ignores smoking rules, lighting-up between
0000OooOoOO0O000o0onO songs. And which other singer could even
dream of telling stories to their audiences
pooozowonooooooood of times past that compare to Faithfull’s?

On stage she commands attention, The
Grande Dame, a true diva of life and art,
captivates her audience with cracked, raw
vocals presenting an intimacy of a life
lived to the full.
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Mikel Echevarria is the English Editor of FestMag.

This article first appeared in FestMag, 2010.





